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The Honorable Kay Granger The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairwoman Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
H-305, The Capitol 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairwoman Granger and Ranking Member DeLauro,

I am requesting funding for UCSD’s Wildfire Technology Commons in Fiscal Year 2024. The entity
to receive funding for this project is the University of California, San Diego, located at 9500 Gilman
Drive, La Jolla, CA 92093. The funding would be used to bring resources together into a technology
commons that can be accessed and used by wildfire technology researchers and innovators, using
data and Al as tools for next-generation fire models.

The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because wildfires are hugely costly to taxpayers.
The CBO estimates that from 2016-2020, fire suppression activities on federal land averaged $2.5
billion annually. The federal government obligated an additional $5 billion annually in that same
period for disaster assistance to state and local governments related to wildfire damage. In 2020, the
worst fire season yet, fires swept across 10 million acres in California, Oregon, and Washington,
killing dozens, destroying 10,000 structures, and causing $16 billion in property damage. Tens of
thousands of firefighters risked their lives to fight the fires at a cost of $3.4 billion. Avoiding future
wildfire disasters is a time-critical problem that requires practical solutions that build upon science
and technology advances to understand fire behavior in our changing climate.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes described in section
272 of title 15, United States Code.

I certify that | have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.

Sincerely,

Congress




